April Edition – Christ is Risen!

VISIT US ONLINE

www.flc-s.org

Please Don’t End!
Growing up as a child, my unhappiest day of the year was the first day of school. You see, I loved
summer. I could play all day with my friends; I could stay up late or sleep in. Summer was a time of what
seemed like never-ending fun! But as life truly teaches us, all good things eventually end.
Which brings me to April 5, the day after Easter. The joy of celebrating and remembering our
Savior’s resurrection, the congregation singing Alleluia’s and praising our Risen Lord, and the smell of the
white lilies in the sanctuary – what a wondrous day it is. It’s so wonderful. I just wish it would never end.
Sadly, for many, the joy of Easter Sunday quickly ends at the next morning’s dawn. The morning
after Easter feels like that dreaded first day of school. And in many ways, we revert to our old routines.
We go about our daily activities - doctor’s appointments, paying the bills, fixing the leaky faucets - as
though the previous day’s events have no impact on our lives. The triumphant cry of “The Lord is Risen!”
“Alleluia!” has been replaced by “Where would you like to go for lunch?” And so Easter Sunday becomes
a distant memory until next year.
But God never intended Easter Sunday to be celebrated one day and forgotten the next. The Easter
Sunday story has direct bearing on our everyday lives! Christ rose for you. And because He lives, you live
also – but in Him, and not in our daily routines. The first Easter Sunday changed everything for good. And
nothing has been the same since. How could it be otherwise?
For so it is with those in Christ who live each day in the joy of that first Easter. For our lives now
reflect the promise that Christ’s resurrection from the dead guarantees: that our sins are forgiven, that
we have ben united to Christ and are a new creation, and that God has prepared an eternal inheritance
for us that is awaiting us in heaven.
And so, my words to you this post-Easter day: Don’t let Easter Sunday end! Let your thoughts and
actions be an expression of the great love, joy, and peace that God has graciously placed in your heart –
and it’s all because of that first Easter Sunday morning! Please don’t let it end! To God be the Glory!
In the Risen Christ,

Pastor Mike

ALTAR FLOWERS
Did you know you can
donate altar flowers to
honor or remember a
loved or to celebrate a
special event?
If you would like to donate
flowers please mark your
name in the ‘Altar Flower
Calendar’ beside the Guest
book in the back of the
Peters Family Center.
Cost is $30 and you can
make your check out to
Faith Lutheran and note
“altar flowers’ and place in
the offering basket.
Thank you!

April 4th
Marie Lovan
Cindy Masek
Kerrie Salvador
Elizabeth Wessler

April 13th
Edward Alcorn Jr

April 25th
Ian Poulson

April 14th
Krista Wessler

April 27th
Jack Hadank
Shea Skouby

April 8th
Brody Petzoldt

April 16th
Barbara Benintendi
Cody Jeffries
April 18th
Betty Sunde

April 12th
Talon Skouby

April 21st
Connor Poulson

April 5th
Sophie Liffick

April 29th
Kinley Cox
April 30th
Leann Eden
Donna Rader

April 3rd

April 10th

Aaron & Cindi Stroud — 23 years

Steve & Tracy Todd — 23 years

April 5th

April 20th

Steve & Nora Buchheit — 24 years
Brian & Sabrina Francis — 13 years

Jeff & Sharon Widmeyer —
30 years

Our next "Men of Faith" Monthly Bible
Study will be Saturday, April 10th- 8:30
to 10:00 AM.

We are planning on having an in-person gathering. The
plan is to study the "Road to Emmaus" story from Luke,
chapter 24. We will be masking, sanitizing and practicing
physical distancing to assure safety. If you have a cough
or are not feeling well please stay home.
Please enter through the door on the northeast side of the
"Peters Family Life Center" (north building). We will likely
be meeting in "The Gathering Room." Proceed down the
hall and take a right towards the multipurpose room. The
room is the first door on the left.
We hope to see you there.

SHINE! (April 16-25) is the LCMS Missouri District’s first statewide
servant event and our Faith Lutheran- Springfield congregation is participating! One way for us to be involved is to assist in a Workday on Saturday, April 24 at our Open Arms Early Childhood Development Center in Ozark. The address of the center is: 1200 East McCracken Road,
Ozark, MO 6572, in the lower level of Ozark Christian Church. Our volunteers will be joining the center staff in cleaning and doing repair work inside
and out. We will also be painting and improving the playgrounds. T-shirts,
supplies, and lunch will be provided courtesy of a Thrivent Action Team
grant. Regardless of your personal abilities, there will be a job for YOU. If
you plan on painting, please come dressed in painting clothes. ALL VOLUNTEERS, PLEASE EMAIL, TEXT OR CALL PASTOR DAVE BENSON
TO SIGN UP TO HELP ON APRIL
24TH (pastordavebenson@gmail.com or 573-356-1118).
th

It’s Pie Time!
We now have Cherry
Pies AND Apple Pies!
All Pies are
$10.00 each

Fellow Members of Faith Lutheran Church,
As many of you are aware, the season of Lent began with a busted water pipe that caused significant damage to the south end of our facilities, including the main sanctuary. We were
blessed in that we did not have to cancel any Lenten services. Instead, we simply held them in
the Peters Family Life Center – the location of our typical second service on Sundays. By the
Grace of God and the Spirit-led dedication and sweat of individuals such as Paul & Brenda
Hansen, Ann Dobbs, Frank & Vicki Kukal, Ron & Edie Nelson, and the Paul Davis Restoration
company – we are pleased to be able to worship in the South Main Sanctuary for Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday services!
Entry will continue to be at the church's the Southwest door. We pray that we will soon be able
to re-open our Fellowship Hall and kitchen areas that were severely damaged by the frozen
pipe break on Ash Wednesday. The secretary and pastor’s office will continue to be relocated
in the Peters Family Center Gathering Room until renovations are completed.
Join us in a prayer of thanksgiving that Faith Lutheran Church has returned to worshiping our
Lord God in our South Sanctuary! To God be the Glory!
In Christ,
Pastor Mike

Lutheran Student Center Newsletter
This past month, we collected $750 and made 150 supply
bags for our students to pass out to the homeless people of
Springfield. We are very proud of this service project because it
is the biggest one we have ever done! A big thanks to everyone
who donated to help us out.
We had a MarioKart tournament for our fellowship event in
March. Meredith was our grand champion!
We volunteered at Convoy of Hope the week before Spring
Break. We love serving our community!

Worship with Us!
Sunday Mornings
8:30 and 11:15 AM
We look forward to seeing
you in worship!

