
 

 Christmas is the most sacred of all the holidays. Most businesses are closed on that day, and 
those remaining open offer only essential services. Most dining places close. The highest number of 
people travel back to the place they want to be. It is the time when we say, “There is no place like 
home.” Families gather, exchange gifts, sing carols, eat a hearty meal, and enjoy time together. 
Christmas is the most sacred time of the year. 
 
 Why? Christmas celebrates the biggest event that ever happened in all of history. God became one 
of us. Christmas is the start of the journey of our salvation. It is God’s love in action. It is God giving the 
world a gift, and not just any gift. He gave us the most precious gift, the most valuable gift, the very 
best gift He could give. He gave us His very own Son, so we can again be in a close relationship with 
our Heavenly Father. Christmas is only possible because God gave this gift. 
  
 Without Christ in Christmas there is nothing to celebrate. All that is left is a vain and empty holiday 
filled with commercialism, greed, a few good songs, and an overfilled belly. There are many around us 
who sing the carols, hear the story, and celebrate this festive occasion, yet they do not know the Christ 
Child or see the gift that was given. They miss the best part of Christmas and are left with feeling 
empty. 
 
 If you look into the face of a child, you know what Christmas is about. It is about the gifts. It is about 
love. It is a message of peace, joy, and hope. Our heavenly Father started by giving the best gift of all, 
His only Son. Jesus Christ is central to everything. He is central to giving and receiving gifts. He is 
central to celebrating, to the singing, to the lights, to the whole holiday. That is the message we want 
share this Christmas. Take time to share the “Reason for the Season” and have a Merry Christmas. 
 
 Here is a suggestion. Take a manger or cross, package it up in a box, and put 
on the box, "Open This First." Then, when you open the presents, start with this 
one. Talk about the true meaning of Christmas. Talk of the beauty of Christ 
being born to suffer and die for us. Don't rush through it, but make it special. 
Tell of the greatest gift ever given, and how we can know this gift for 
ourselves. Then one by one relate all the other presents to the Love 
that God has for us, just like we give to others. 
 
 Christmas is more than just a holiday. It is a celebration of 
God’s love. 

         From the desk of 

                    Pastor Rick       
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Vision & Call Committee Update 
The newly formed Vision and Call Committee has met a 
few times and have elected Nathan Meyer as their 
chairperson. This committee reports to the Board of 
Elders who then in turn report to the Church Council. 
They will plan to meet approximately every two weeks 
with breaks for Christmas and Pastor Foss' vacation. 
The Vision and Call Committee is charged with 
reviewing the history of Faith Lutheran Church, 
reassessing and suggesting any revisions of the current 
mission statement, vision statement, and core values of 
the congregation, identifying the ministry strengths and 
weaknesses of Faith Lutheran Church, and analyzing 
the current pastoral needs of Faith Lutheran Church. 
They will prayerfully seek God’s direction for the future 
ministry of Faith Lutheran Church. Following this time of 
preparation, the Vision and Call Committee will oversee 
the call process for the next called pastor. The 
members of the Vision and Call Committee are: Emma 
Burrell, Jim Garton, Nathan Meyer, Janet Tscherny, 
Carol Bourbina, Amanda Bonner, Kerrie Salvador, 
Brandee Lentz, Alex Freeburger, Ryan Bourbina, Bob 
Ehlke (ex officio), and Cindy MacGregor (ex officio). 
Sonya Cox and Amy Jeffries will also assist the 
committee because of their professional expertise. 

                     

                  To read previous editions of the Compass Newsletter, please visit   
                      our website. An archive can be found under the “Activities” tab in  
                                                         the “Compass Newsletters” section. You  
                                                          can also simply visit 
                                                               www.flc-s.org/compass-newsletters.html 
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November 20th Voters 
Assembly Highlights 

1) Approval of updates to the Bylaws regarding 
three board descriptions, term limits, and the 
annual financial review requirements 

2) Election of board chairpersons and members 
for 2023 

3) Approval of a 2023 calendar of church 
council and voters meetings 

4) Approval of a budget for the coming year 

If anyone would like a copy of the packet of 
materials, there are some extras available 
beneath the officer mailboxes.  



 
2022 ALTAR 

FLOWER 

CALENDAR 
Did you know you can 

donate altar flowers to honor  or remember a 

loved or to celebrate a special event? If you 

would like to donate  flowers, please mark 

your name on the ‘Altar Flower Calendar’ in 

the narthex beside the leadership mailboxes. 

Cost is $30 and you can make your check out 

to Faith Lutheran and note “altar flowers’ 

and place in the offering basket. Thank you! 
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December 2nd 

Leah Meyer 

 

December 3rd 

Ashlyn Wuench 

Angela Vest 

 

December 4th 

Judy Ehlke 
 

December 6th 

Emma Burrell 
 

December 7th 

Brenda Owen 
 

December 9th 

William Widmeyer 
 

December 10th  

Cathy Bowman 

 

December 13th 

Becky Gott 

Novalea Locke 

December 16th 

Regan Clines 
 

December 19th 

Carol Bourbina 
 

December 20th 

Abby Replogle 
 

December 21st 

Wendell 

Johaningsmeir 
 

December 22nd 

Isabell Ervin 
 

December 23rd 

Betty Ostrom 
 

December 26th 

Jan Benson 
 

December 27th 

Eddie Wessler 

December 3rd 

Randal & Becky Gott — 36 years 
 

December 10th 

Rick & Kerrie Salvador — 9 years 
 

December 19th 

Jacob Stoke & Jenny Reed-Stokes — 12 years 
 

December 20th 

Bob & Judy Ehlke — 42 years 



 

Pastor Rocco Mallardi was installed as the new 
Executive Director of Heit’s Point Lutheran 
Ministries on Nov. 6th. He and his wife, Janine, 
have four children ages 8 to 13 and are looking 
forward to joining the Heit’s Point family and for 
all the Lord has planned for this ministry! 


