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No Wasted Suffering 
 

Presidential Ponderings by Cindy MacGregor 
  
 

In every life there are difficult seasons, times of personal and sometimes collective suffering. This is 
true for my life and for our life together at Faith Lutheran Church. That life together is, according to 
the front of every bulletin, a “Life Together in the Love of Jesus.” 
 
Suffering is so much harder when borne alone. Jesus meant for us to live in community with each 
other. He meant for us to bear each other’s burdens, while He pledged to carry our burdens on His 
shoulders. He knows every tear we shed (see Psalm 56: 8). He hears every sigh and groan (Romans 
8:26).  
 
But the promises of our life together in Jesus are so much more than a promise to not be alone in our 
suffering. In Jesus, all our suffering is useful in some way. There is no suffering that is wasted or 
pointless. His love is unfailing! (see Psalm 107). His love brings good all of the time, in every 
situation, through every tear, sigh, and groan. 
 
We get stuck doubting that our suffering brings good because 
we are looking to what we consider good. If we look through 
the eyes of the Lord, we will see good arising from 
everything for us. Are we drawn closer to Him? Are we 
transformed to be more like Him? Are we able to respond to 
others with deeper understanding or compassion? These are 
very good outcomes of suffering.  
 
Today’s suffering may become the channel for tomorrow’s 

blessing. Yesterday’s suffering may be the foundation for 

today’s blessing. May we see with eyes of faith, trusting the 

love of our Lord! 

  In Jesus, 

 
 
 

Cindy, President, 

Faith Lutheran Church 



 

 

 

Summary of January 23, 2022 Voters Meeting  
 
The voters met on January 23, 2022. Three people were reactivated into being members of 

the voting assembly. In addition to the board reports and reports from the president and the 

pastors (Benson and Bartok), the voters considered a few items of important business. A 6-

month budget for the salary and benefits for Rev. Jim Bartok was approved, as was the 

formation of a Joint Finance Committee to build fiscal clarity between Faith Lutheran 

Church and My Church. A possible 12-month call to Rev. Rick Foss as an Intentional 

Interim Pastor for our church was considered and approved. His anticipated starting date 

will be in late February 2022. 

2022 ALTAR 

FLOWER CALENDAR 

NOW AVAILABLE! 
Did you know you can 

donate altar flowers to 

honor  or remember a loved 

or to celebrate a special event? If you would like to 

donate  flowers please mark your name in the ‘Altar 

Flower Calendar’ in the narthex under the leadership 

mailboxes. Cost is $30 and you can make your check 

out to Faith Lutheran and note “altar flowers’ and 

place in the offering basket. Thank you! 

Coming in March — “History of Downtown 
Springfield” Presentation 

Do you remember the Heer’s building, 
how elegant the architecture was?  Did 
you know Penney’s was on the 
square?  Barth’s was the “high class” 
men’s store.  Woolworth’s was on the 
corner. The square was once 
round!  Amazing. 
 

Richard Crabtree will be here to pre-
sent a program on the “History of 
Downtown Springfield” for Faithful 
Servants meeting in March.  
 

Mark you calendars for March 16 @ 
10:00 A.M.  



 

February 6th 

Helen Clair 
 

February 7th 

Karen McElwee 

 

February 8th 

Vicki Kukal 

Jenny Fite 
 

February 9th 

Jon Pouson 

Ryan Hadank 

Michael Lentz 
 

February 10th 

Teresa Murphy 

 

 

February 13th 

Jason Clines 
 

February 19th 

Joye McElwee 
 

February 20th 

Wally Ostrom 
 

February 22nd 

David Edwards 
 

February 25th 

Ryan Bourbina 

Joe Hadank 
 

February 28th 

Wanda McCann 
 

 

February 1st 

Gerda Jackson 

February 3rd 

Kathy Hodges 

Wil Meyer 
 

February 4th 

Rachel Kissee 



 

Rare Breed 
Sack lunches for 
Rare Breed are 
filled in the 
kitchenette at 
church on the 

4th Wednesday of each 
month at 10:00 AM. We will 
next meet on Wednesday, 
February 23rd. Come join us! 



 

Pre-National Youth 
Gathering Bible Study 

February 6th 
 
 

All youth planning to attend 
the National Youth Gathering 
should plan to attend a Bible 
study Sunday, February 6th 
during the Sunday morning 
education hour. This study 
will be led by Pastor Dave. 

National Youth 
Gathering Leaders 

Meeting 
February 26th 

 
 

All leaders attending the 
National Youth Gathering 
should plan to attend a leaders 
meeting, February 26th from 10 
AM—12 PM. This meeting will 
be held at Redeemer Lutheran, 

To read previous editions of the 
Compass Newsletter, please visit 
our website. An archive can be 
found under the “Activities” tab in 
the “Compass Newsletters” 
section . You can also simply visit 
www.flc-s.org/compass-
newsletters.html 



 

Springfield Lutheran School was planning to join 
with other Lutheran schools around the country to 
celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week but high 
absences and lack of healthy staff has postponed it. 
NLSW is always an exciting time to celebrate 
together and praise God for the gift it is to attend a 
Christian school. Everyone is looking forward to 
celebrating this special week February . 

Job Openings at SLS for 
the 2022-2023 School Year 
SLS is looking for two passionate, caring 
teachers for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Qualified, interested candidates should contact 
SLS at (417) 883-5717 or sls@rlcmail.org for 
more information. Currently, SLS has the 
following positions available:  
 

Full-time 6th grade classroom teacher. 
Candidates must hold, at minimum, a 
Bachelor's degree in education and Missouri 
teaching certification. They must also be 
certified by the Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod, or are willing to work toward that 
certification through the colloquy program. 
Candidates are expected to be a spiritual, 
educational, and professional leader of the 
church and school community. Candidates 
should be energetic and passionate about 
working with middle school students and have 
strong organizational, management, and 
personal skills.  
 

Part-time Spanish language instructor. 
Candidates must be fluent in Spanish. 
Preferred qualifications include a Bachelor's 
degree in education and teaching certification 
through the state of Missouri. A Spanish 
instructor at SLS works with students in 
grades K-8 and works up to 20 hours a week.  


